October 2015

Visit Thompson
Visit Voss Auto

My Side of the Conversation
Plan to attend our Annual Breakfast October 28th!
We pack a lot of memorable activity into a very short time for your
convenience!
The food is great! Our Keynote is the best, Ohio Attorney General, Mike
Dewine. We elect our 2016 Board of Directors and Officers and award our
Business of the Year!
You are encouraged to join in our salute to our area Police Chiefs, Sheriff’s
Captain and Fire Chiefs. All ten of them will be attending. Help us thank
them for a job well done!
See you October 28, as 2015 draws to a close and we celebrate our very
own Business Community!! We are what make us Great!

Julia Maxton. President

Congratulations! to Station House Restaurant, 2014
Business of the Year winner.

History of Ohio Townships
The pilgrim fathers brought the township form of government to America in 1620. This unit of
local government eventually spread as far west as the Rocky Mountains. Today, it is found in 22
states, known as the town or township.
In Ohio, the township predates our state government. The townships’ size and shape were
determined by the Congressional Acts, which established the various land grants.
As the Ohio territory became populated, it was only natural that the surveyed townships should
become the basic unit of local government.
In 1804, the elected officials of a township consisted of three trustees, a clerk, two overseers of the
poor, and a sufficient number of highway supervisors, in addition to justices of the peace and
constables. A township treasurer and assessor were later added. In the early years of statehood,
Ohio township government cared for the poor, maintained the roads and preserved the peace.
Today, just as in 1804, the township is a political subdivision of the state. To keep pace with the
demands of changing times, the functions, duties and obligations of the township have changed
over the years. Demands for increased or different services have prompted the state legislature to
grant Ohio’s 1,308 townships the authority to fulfill these changing needs.
Three trustees and a fiscal officer, each elected to a four-year term, administer our townships
today. In addition, some townships now appoint a township administrator, whose duties are
defined by the individual township. The township administrator typically helps plan, coordinate
and implement township goals.
Elected officials fill their roles on a part-time basis; however, their intimate knowledge of their community,
its needs and its citizens enables them to offer more personal service than any other unit of government.
Townships today are responsible for fire and police protection, parks and recreation, zoning,
cemeteries, waste disposal, maintaining roads, and more.

Special Notice
Please Practice, Small Business, “Buy Local,” Family Owned, Customer
Loyalty
As a consumer, please make every effort to shop wisely but also with the economic health of our
area in mind.
Support the little retailers, perhaps paying a few pennies more, to ensure that all businesses have
an opportunity to serve you and survive in a very competitive market place. Shopping only for low
prices could drive good business away.
THANK YOU!

Julia Maxton Chamber President

September Photo Gallery

September Safety Council Meeting

September Metro Breakfast

Miamisburg Mayor’s Quarterly Business Lunch

September Women Who Work Wine and Networking

M

Ribbon Cutting for The Bookseller at Austin Landing

Ribbon Cutting for State Farm Insurance

Jingle Bell Run/Walk

Come jingle with us! Get in the holiday spirit and bring your friends and family to the Jingle
Bell Run/Walk, presented by Premier Health, on December 5 at Bellbrook Middle School!
Wear your favorite holiday-themed costume, tie jingle bells to your shoelaces, and celebrate
the season by running or walking. Form a team, register today at www.jbr.org/dayton and
have some fun. Use the promo code SMRC to receive $5 off registration

Contact them at www.ffalaw.com

Contact Midwest Services

Opinion Column by Ted Lienesch Chair Elect SMRCOC Board ,
Attorney Thompson Hine LLC

T

ISSUE 3: FOR and AGAINST
Issue 3, The Ohio Marijuana Legalization Initiative, is an Ohio-initiated constitutional amendment on the November 3, 2015
ballot. If passed, the amendment would legalize, the sale and use of recreational and medical marijuana to anyone 21 years
old and older, create ten facilities with exclusive rights to grow marijuana legally, and establish marijuana dispensaries.
For Issue 3:
The initiative authorizes non-profit dispensaries, which allow Ohio doctors to prescribe medical marijuana for
patients suffering from an array of diseases and conditions. Passing the initiative will create jobs and added tax revenue.
Taxes on marijuana sales would generate more than $550 million, 85 percent of which would be given to local government
for needs such as infrastructure repair, economic development and public safety. The initiative would create a tightly
regulated marijuana industry in Ohio. By only allowing for 10 facilities, the state could better enforce safety, quality and
product tracking policies.
The goal of the initiative is to end marijuana prohibition. Marijuana for medical and personal use should be a choice
made by adults 21 and older in Ohio. Legalizing marijuana for medical and personal use means increased safety because we
will regulate, tax and treat marijuana like alcohol. We will smother the black market and use the taxes generated to help
local communities provide vital public services. We need to be compassionate and ensure patients receive the treatment
they rightfully deserve. We will create jobs in the agricultural, wholesale and retail marketplace, and we will drive research
at our universities and hospitals. We will take the steps that so many other states have taken to decriminalize marijuana so
that we are no longer destroying lives and our law-enforcement officers are spending their time investigating and arresting
the real criminals threatening our communities. This is about safety, personal freedom, healthy choices, jobs and tax dollars
for our communities
Former Cincinnati Police Chief Tom Streicher states that marijuana criminalization has not worked and costs the
state too much money. Chief Streicher states that when he served as the Chief of Police for Ohio’s third-largest city, he saw
first-hand the destructive impact of Ohio’s marijuana laws. Ohio spends spends over $120 million per year to enforce
marijuana prohibition, even though these laws do not work. Law enforcement should instead be able to spend their time
and their resources cracking down on the real criminals. ResponsibleOhio’s amendment will do just that, paving the way for
a better, safer future for our children and grandchildren.
Christine Link, executive director of the ACLU of Ohio, said: By voting yes on Issue 3, Ohio voters have a unique
opportunity to end an unjust and unworkable policy. Ballot initiatives are expensive and difficult to achieve in Ohio.
Marijuana reform legislation was first introduced in Ohio 18 years ago. Many efforts to get on the ballot have failed. This
may be our last chance for years to come. Issue 3 needs to pass on Election Day because its failure may well mean another
10 or 20 years of the same bad policies of excessive punishment, a justice system clogged by marijuana prosecutions, lives
ruined by prison, and marijuana in the hands of illegal, unregulated, and dangerous cartels.
Against Issue 3
Let's get something straight. It's not about alleged failed marijuana enforcement laws, or about relief for cute little girls
having "two thousand" seizures a day, or about the supposed millions Ohio will rake in its coffers in marijuana taxes. It's
about a constitutional amendment that would enable a gang of millionaire drug dealer wannabes to operate a drug cartel
that would operate freely beyond the reach of the law in Ohio to rake in millions. They are the ones who have committed
$20 million to sell Ohioans to vote their cartel into existence, skirting the legislative process. They are the ones who have

Opinion Continued
paid Chief Streicher to shamelessly shill for their drug monopoly.
Their activities, if legalized, would not be beyond the reach of federal law, of course, which still criminalizes
possession and use of marijuana. They apparently are betting on the continued ennui of the feds at enforcing the federal
law.
Colorado voters legalized medical and recreational marijuana for anyone over 21 in 2012. So why doesn’t the
cartel cite the salutary benefits of that legislation? The answer lies in the results of a study published by the federal
government’s Rocky Mountain High Intensity Trafficking Area. It shows that in Colorado, marijuana-related emergency
room visits grew 57 percent in two years from 8,198 in 2011 to 12,888 in 2013, which includes a 29 percent increase
emergency room visits for teens. And speaking of teens, the study also found that drug-related suspensions and expulsions
increased 32 percent between the 2008–20009 and 2012–2013 school years. The majority of those expulsions were for
marijuana violations. As would be expected, the study found that seizures of Colorado pot being shipped out of state soared
in 2014, and increased 397 percent between 2008 and 2013. U.S. Mail parcels containing marijuana being shipped to 33
states has been interdicted, an increase of 1,280 percent.
The study also showed that the increased access to marijuana resulted in increases in crime, THC concentration lab
explosions, and pet poisonings. It is no wonder that the majority of counties and cities in Colorado have banned
recreational marijuana businesses, despite the drug being legalized.
Advocates for the legalization of marijuana claim that the country’s “war on drugs” has been a failure, and
therefore the millions spent on enforcing drug laws is wasted. In fact, the opposite is true. Drug use in America flourished
in the 1960s and 1970s, but in the 1980s, through a combination of increased law enforcement, prevention messages, and
more effective treatment, drug use was reduced by 50 percent in just twelve years. The number of drug users in 1979 in
the United States was estimated at 24 million, and by 1992 that had dropped to 11.4 million. There have been few modern
social problems in this country that have shown anywhere near the degree of success as our country’s drug policy.
It is small wonder that the Ohio State Medical Association, the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio, the Ohio Chamber
of Commerce, the Ohio School Boards Association, and other organizations, have come out against Issue 3. There would be
no greater threat to destroy our country from within than to make drugs such as marijuana inexpensive, legal, and available.

MEMBER SERVICE MOMENT

Now is the time to enroll in the Chamber’s group rated workers’ comp plan. It is easy
to enroll, just contact Hunter Consulting at 513 331 4023 or go to their web site at
www.hunterconsulting.com. Hunter is a family owned company and they can help
you save up to 53% on your workers comp premium. Enrollment ends mid
November, which will be here before we know it. Contact Hunter today to insure
your savings.
Don’t over look the DPL Energy savings for Commercial and Residential customers.
Rates may be tied in for up to three years and with the potential volatility caused by
increased regulation and supply, this is a great way to bring savings to your bottom
line. For program details contact Alex Testa at937 259 7938 or email
alexander.testa@dplinc.com.

SOUTH METRO REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
2015 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SAVE THESE DATES!

EVENT RESERVATION POLICY
All reservations for Chamber events have a cancellation date, usually one week prior to the event (check our website at
www.smrcoc.org or event invitation). This date represents a guarantee from the Chamber to the event facility concerning payment and
commitment, no exceptions. Please be responsible and honor that date to assist this office in managing our budget. All event
registrations will only be accepted IN ADVANCE by check or credit card. We will not offer payment at the door.
No refunds after cancellation date or 3 days prior including lack of attendance. Adults only! Reservations required. (937)

433-2032 x 200

Date

Event

Thursday

Location

Safety Council Meetings (Improve Workplace Safety)

Jan 8, Feb 12, March 12,
April 9, May 14, June 11

Miami Valley Hospital South

Events & Programs will be held from 8-10 a.m. Program at 8:30 A M 2400 Miami Valley Dr.
Safety Council Members - $15.00 Non Safety Council Members - $20.00

July 9, Aug 13, Sept 10,

Centerville

Must RSVP – 433-2032 x 200

Oct 8, Nov 12, Dec 10

Wednesday

Metro Breakfast

Holiday Inn Express

March 11, June 10

7:30 A.M.—9:00 A.M.

7701 Washington Village Dr

Sept 9 , Dec 9

Members $16 non-members $17 Members/non members $25@ Door

Dayton

RSVP 433 2032 X 200
Sponsored by Hunter Consulting, Weber Jewelers, Freund Freeze & Arnold, DPL, Southview Medical Center, Sycamore Medical
Barker, Beck Collins & Kronauge Agency, Key Ads, Voss Auto Network, Holiday Inn Express and Suites, Midwest Security Services

Center,

Tuesday

South Metro Night at the Dayton Dragons

Fifth Third Field

April 14

5:30—end of the game Dragons vs South Bend

Dayton

Contact Trafton Eutsler 937 228 2287 trafton.eutsler@daytondragons.com
$30 per person Reservations Required

Wednesday

“Annual” Networking Party

NCR County Club

June, 17

5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

4435 Dogwood Trail

Presented By: NCR Country Club & Women Who Work

Kettering

Sponsored by: Weber Jewelers & Thompson Hine
“Adult Summer Camp” admission includes: 4 craft beer tastings, appetizer, S”mores and fun retailers.
$35.oo per person/ COD Bar/ Reservations Required RSVP 937 433 2032 est. 200 or info@smrc0c.org
We want to thank our generous Sponsors: Hunter Consulting, Freund Freeze & Arnold, DP&L, Southview Medical
Center, Sycamore Medical Center, Barker Beck Collins & Kronauge Agency, Key Ads, Voss Auto Network, Graceworks Luthern,
Midwest Security Services
Wednesday

Women Who Work Serires-(Wine Tasting )

Thompson Hine

September 16

4:30—6:30 p.m.

10050 Innovation Dr.

Please RSVP 433 2032 ext. 200

Austin Landing

Sponsored by: Weber Jewelers & Thompson Hine

Wednesday

Annual Breakfast & Business Awards

NCR Country Club

October, 28

7:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.

4435 Dogwood Trail

No payment at the door

Please RSVP

433 2032 X 200

Kettering

Sponsored By: Hunter Consulting, Weber Jewelers, Freund Freeze & Arnold, Southview Medical Center, Sycamore Medical Center,
Barker Beck Collins & Kronauge Agency, NCR Country Club, Key Ads, Voss Auto Network, Wright Patt Credit Union, DP&L Midwest
Security Services and the South Metro Regional Safety Council

Wednesday
November, 18

Holiday Business Showcase
5:00-7:00 p.m. Admission: No Charge
Members - $100.00 per 6’ display table ~ Non Members $150.00 per 6’ display table

Miami Valley Hospital South
2400 Miami Valley Dr.
Centerville

Call for more information - (937) 433-2032 x 100 Sponsored By: Miami Valley Hospital South
Please RSVP to 937 433 2032 ext. 200

Wednesday

Women Who Work Series-(field trip to Weber Jewelers)

Weber Jewelers

December 16

4:30—6:30 p.m.

3109 Far Hills Ave.

Please RSVP 433 2032 ext. 200

Kettering

Sponsored by: Weber Jewelers & Thompson Hine

South Metro Chamber 2015 Open Houses!
Tuesday
June 23

The Laurels of West Carrollton
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

115 Elmwood Circle
West Carrollton

Must RSVP 937 433 2032 ext. 200

Thursday
November 5

Zig Zag Gallery (Holiday Kick Off)
5:00—7:00 p.m.

101 E. Alex Bell Rd. Ste 172
Centerville

